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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
it is said that a picture is worth a thousand 
words. 

Cooperation 

Camaraderie 

These were taken at the 10th Annual Fishing 
Classic picnic. I believe the smiles that day on 
each and every face more than explain why we 
ride for N.I.S.R.A. on our Fall Charity Ride. 
Ride Safe 	 
SANDY 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
Safety Committee Chair 

Light Up your Life... 

OK, you just fired up your motorcycle for a ride. 
Good time to take a few minutes to do a walk 
about, while it is warming. Check those lights. 
Check for cracks or broken lenses. Are all the 
lights working properly? Good strong glow? 
Too brilliant or too weak? A filament could be 
ready to break. Flip your turn signal on. 
Flashing at the proper speed? Too fast or too 
slow? Could mean electrical weaknesses. 
Next, with your turn signals flashing, check your 
brake lights, especially, if they work off of the 
same fixture. If you're alone, use a reflection, to 
check them. A too weak or too strong glow 
could mean voltage/amperage/battery prob-
lems. By the way, if you are thinking about 
adding lots of accessories on a single circuit, 
make sure you don't exceed that circuit's fuse 
capacity. Nothing like turning on that accesso-
ry at night and having a bank of lights go out on 
you. Lastly turn on all your accessories, lights, 
radio, cruise control, everything, to make sure 
they all work together and that your electrical 
system capacity has not weakened recently. 

Hopefully, verifying that your lights are up to 
par, will make you more visible and give you the 
ability to be seen more easily and readily. 

Lights on for safety!!! 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Sandra Vernon 

(vern693@aol.com) 
847/634-6402 

Vice President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 
(jheniff@mailstation.com) 

847/381-5357 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 

847/564-1489 

Secretary 	John Lunde 
(mongerl@hotmaLcom) 

815/459-2488 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 
(wkirkna177(&,aol.com ) 

847/854-4137 

Director 	Bard Boand 
(hboand@fedes.com) 

847/381-1393 

Director 	John Fraccaro 
afraccaro@juno.com) 

847/697-9607 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 
ffazman69er@netscape.net) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4®aol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOTUNE: (847) 622-3501 e-mail: topcats mcc@hotmail.com  

NEXT MEETING: July 1, 2003 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim Haase (iimhaasegattbi.com ) 847/776-7845 
Advertising 	Don Schaffer 847/564-1489 
Membership 	Kathy Citko (kc1544®yahoo.com) 847/918-9464 
Charity Ride 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (riddick@wickes.com) 847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro (ffraccaro@juno.com ) 
Roar 	 Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (salsacco@ameritech.net) 

847/697-9607 
847/854-4137 

847/526-5200 

Hotline 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@attbi.com ) 847/776-7845 
Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net ) 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 

847/363-1542 
847/438-4998 

LANIDY'S CYCLE 

He' LEHIWINTRSCES, INC. 
(847) 669-0256 

Fax (847) 669-0772 
vvww.randyscycle.com  

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	

GEORGE J. LAX 
HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 
	

LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDEN77AL / COMMERCIAL 

4PlegateMer4r  

550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
VAVWDPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines IL 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



ACTIVITIES CALANDAR 	JULY - OCTOBER 
Leader Date Time Activity Location 

Tue-7/1 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Tue-7/1 8:30 PM River Run Pre-Ride Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda J. Haase 
Fri-7/4 8:00 AM Top Cats Mississippi River Run Egg Harbor, Barrington J. Haase 
Mon-7/7 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Tue-7/8 7:00 PM Top Cats Charity Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda C. Prettyman 
Sun-7/13 12:00 PM Top Cats Progressive Dinner Ride Egg Harbor, Barrington 
Sun-7/20 Jesse Oaks Annual Glenkirk Ride 
Sun-7/20 9:00 AM Ride for Kids Allstate, Northbrook J. Krepel 
Tue-7/29 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Wed-7/30 8:00 AM Top Cats Big Sturgis Egg Harbor, Barrington B. Boand 
Sat-8/2 TBA Top Cats Oshkosh Air Show Ride TBA R. Kostus 
Mon-8/11 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Tue-8/12 7:00 PM Top Cats Charity Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda C. Prettyman 
Sun-8/17 Pioneer Center Run McHenry HOG 
Tue-8/19 Pony Express Relay Walgreens Corporate HQ S. Vernon 
Sat-8/23 6:00 PM Top Cats Sunset Ride Broken Oar, Cary W. Krepel 
Sun-8/24 Annual Lambs Farm Ride Lake Shore HOG 
Sun-8/31 9:00 AM Top Cats H-D 100th AnnivParty Egg Harbor, Barrington G. Lax 
Tue-9/2 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-9/7 Annual Log Cabin Ride for Tots 
Sun-9/7 9:00 AM Top Cats President's Ride Rob Mann's S. Vernon 
Mon-9/8 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-9/21 Observation Run Palatine HOG 
Sun-9/28 Breast Cancer Ride Oconomowauk, WI Lakeshore HOG 
Sun-9/28 9:00 AM Top Cats Fall Charity Ride Country Lakes Resort C. Prettyman 
Sat-10/4 10:00 AM Little City Fund Raiser Little City, Palatine B. Welch 
Tue-10/7 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-10/12 Never Forget Thunder Run, Toy Run Rolling Thunder 
Sun-10/12 ABATE Toy and Food Run West Chicago 
Mon-10/13 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-10/19 Top Cats Fall Color Ride 



MINUTES OF JUNE 2003 
GENEFtAL MEETING 

John Lunde — Secretary 

\President Sandra Vernon called the meeting to order at 
our new meeting location, The Boathouse Bar & Grill in 
Wauconda. Sandy introduced Jim Redmond as our host 
at the Boathouse. 

Guests present this evening were: Eric Hedmon of the 
Illinois Police and Fire Association. Bud Burckhardt 
introduced Rob and Carmen Morin, Bob Sgarlata intro-
duced Tom Zabkiewicz and Stephanie Seligman, Bill 
Wilson introduced Bill and Mary Lafon, Matt Kas intro-
duced Lynn Adams, and Mario Prosperi introduced 
Kathy Knop. 

Brian Shahinian of NISRA introduced Brian McQuarter, 
a NISRA participant and this evenings guest speaker. 
Brian thanked the Top Cats for the time invested and 
monies raised to benefit NISRA. Brian also extended 
and invitation to the membership to attend the upcoming 
NISRA Fishing Classic. 

Jim Hasse — Activities Chairman, went over the upcom-
ing events. Jim urged the membership to use the Website 
or Hotline number to get the latest information on rides 
and events. 

Don Shaffer — Treasurer, indicated that financial state-
ments are available to any member who requests them. 
Don also indicated that Charity Funds (i.e. Raffle Ticket 
sales) are slow in coming in. If you have sold tickets 
please turn that money in. 

John Lunde — Secretary, thanked all of those who attend-
ed the Little Angles ride led by George Cumpata last 
month. The Top Cats had over 42 bikes at this event and 
we were the largest club in attendance at this event (we 
will also receive a plaque from Little Angles/Zylstra's 
Harley-Davidson in the near future). George not only led 
our 42 bikes but shortly after the start, he led all 2800+ 
bikes there! John also passed out some informational fly-
ers that describes what Little Angles is about outlined 
how over the passed years, motorcyclists have been able 
to raise over $2.5 million for this cause. 

Kathy Citko — Membership Chairman, gave all in atten-
dance this evening nametags to help with all the new 
(and old!) faces. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick — ROAR editor, indicated that the 

deadline for article submission into the next ROAR is 
Sunday, June 15th. 
Bard "Judge" Boand — Director, thanked Pete and Cheryl 
Hemmelgarn for a wonderful job as Awards Committee 
Co-Chairs. Bard then introduced this years Chairmen of 
Rose and Tom Temple and Lisa Sullivan. Bard then 
introduced Janet Riddick — Products Chairman, Janet 
presented some of our fine t-shirts and flags. She added 
that if we do not have what you are looking for, go to U-
R-ON-IT to have the Top Cat logo put on your riding 
gear. 

Sandy Vernon indicated that John Fraccaro — Director is 
out of town but that the Website, overseen by Sal 
Saccomanno is working great. 

Jim "Taz" Krepel — Director, introduced Ric Case - 
Safety Chairman. Ric led us through a safety exercise on 
intersection reaction. Taz followed with a brief recap on 
the Rolling Thunder "Ride to Wall" event over Memorial 
Day. 

Chuck Prettyman — Director, presented the Charity Ride 
Flyer and Poster that was designed by Rose Temple. The 
flyers can be downloaded from the website. Volunteers 
are needed and some of the committees are: Parking — 
Joe Rabanus, Tickets — Janet Riddick, Pre-Registration — 
Roberta Arsenault, Vendors — Ken Glassman. Anyone 
with items for the NISRA Fishing Classic, please give to 
OJ Simpson this evening. 

Sandy handed the floor over to member announcements. 

Roberta Arsenault outlined the upcoming Wings Ride. 

Joe Rabanus, who is also an Elgin HOG member on the 
Little Angels Ride Committee, thanked all the Top Cats 
who attended the ride last month. Joe added his thanks to 
Jim Hasse for job well done as activities chairman. 

Vito Racanelli presented the July 20th Ride for Kids 
event. This is the 20th year for the ride (16th year in 
Illinois) and nationally over $20 million has been raised 
for Pediatric Brain Tumor Research. The Ride for Kids 
will be opening the Brain Tumor Research Institute at 
Duke University. Vito indicated that there still is a need 
for blockers and that Ride for Kids Motorcycle Plates are 
available for sale. Tickets for the ride are $35 for a fully 
protected 50-mile ride. 

50/50 winners this evening were: Jim "Taz" Krepel (t-
shirt), Bill Vernon (t-shirt) and the $105 cash prize went 
to Bud Burckhardt. Bud then donated $60 to NISRA. 



50 Great Ways to Drop 
Your Motorcycle 
Contributed By Don Esbjornson 

1 Putting your foot into a hole when stopping. 
2 Put your foot down on something slippery when stopping. 
3 Locking the front wheel during overenthusiastic braking. 
4 Missing the driveway and sliding on the grass. 
5 Not putting the kickstand down when getting off. 
6 Make a turn from stop in gravel or sand at high throttle. 
7 Put the kickstand down on asphalt on a hot day. 
8 Let people sit on your bike who've never been on a bike. 
9 Forget the bike's in gear when you jump on the kick-
starter. 
10 Rewing the engine, releasing clutch, and putting feet on 
pegs when the light turns green, but the bike's in neutral. 
11 Not putting your foot down when stopping at red light. 
12 Losing balance when putting it on the centerstand. 
13 Take an hour ride in 30 degree weather with no gloves, 
stop at a stop sign and pop the clutch when you start 
because you've lost feeling in your hands. 
14 Putting your foot down at a toll booth on the thick layer 
of grease that builds up when cars stop. 
15 Use too much power pulling out of a greasy toll booth. 
16 Ignore sand that builds up at the side of the road (in 
places where roads are sanded and salted in winter.) 
17 Kicking your kickstand in a cool fashion and having it 
bounce back up instead of staying down. 
18 Get off your bike while it's running and forget that it's in 
gear. 
19 Try to kick start your first bike over and over because 
you didn't realize that it was out of fuel, and get the goofy 
metal ring on the side of your boot caught in the kickstarter, 
causing you (and the bike) to go over on the right side. 
20 Start your brand-new bike, riding around an ornamental 
shrub on full left lock, throwing it to the right and accelerat-
ing to wheelie over the curb onto the street and _then_ dis-
covering that you hadn't unlocked the steering-lock... 
21 On same bike, getting the dual-range lever caught inside 
your jeans as you come to a stop... 
22 Have your jeans catch the gear-lever putting your run-
ning bike into gear whilst reaching for the side-stand. 
23 Having new brake pads with have much higher coeffi-
cient of friction on the slight rust that forms on the disk when 
you've not ridden, and lose the front-end holding the brakes 
on against the throttle to wear off the rust. 
24 Having a three-cylinder two-stroke that's so smooth you 
think you're in second when you're actually in first, so you 
spin out when the undercarriage touches down in a tight 
corner passing a car and you think, "just a bit more throttle 
will help here..." 
25 Rewing bike in impressive squidly fashion at red light, 
thinking it's in neutral; dropping clutch and standing in place 
while bike wheelies and backflips into intersection. 
26 Having your fat-ass brother (as a pillion) lean waaay 
over to the side to look at something on the ground while at 
a stop sign. 

27 Wife gets foot caught on saddlebag while getting on 
before you. 
28 Rebuild carbs and treat bike like it still needs full gas 
away from a stop. 
29 Bald tires, and a smatter of rain. 
30 Look at the edge of the exit ramp rather than through the 
turn. 
31 Neither you nor your dad watching while he's backing 
his car up to the woodpile to unload wood. 
32 Not putting the pin that holds the center stand all the way 
in and then trying to put the bike on the center stand. 
33 Trying to hold the bike upright before deploying the cen-
ter stand only to find your knees are too weak from riding. 
34 Park behind friend's mom's minivan figuring "If anybody 
goes anywhere, they'll surely see it. 'specially since there'll 
be 5 of them getting into the van. 
35 After getting fuel at gas station and holding the bike level 
with your legs in order to fill it completely, jumping off for-
getting that your legs were holding it upright not the kick-
stand. 
36 Entering a decreasing radius turn too fast. Especially 
when making a right turn where if you attempt to straighten 
up and brake, you'll plow into oncoming traffic. 
37 Trying to wheelie your shaft driven bike. 
38 Get your boot/ shoelace caught on the gearshift. 
39 Attempting to kick start a cantankerous bike while stand-
ing on a picnic table bench, and she *kicks* back! 
40 Get pissed off for dropping it in the first place, yank it vig- 
orously off the ground, only to have it drop to the other side. 
41 Pulling out the swing arm stand, and forgetting to put the 
sidestand down first. 
42 Backing down an inclined driveway, turning to either side 
with a full tank of gas. 
43 Take the bike off the centerstand and forget the side-
stand. 
44 Riding on wet grass with street tires (As bad as ice!!) 
45 Ride on wet asphalt with dirt tires (Almost as bad as 
ice!!) 
46 *Thinking* the kick stand was down when it wasn't. 
47 Kick stand slowly burying itself in hot asphalt. 
48 Kick stand slowly burying itself in soft ground. 
49 Back up perpendicular to a steeply sloped driveway and 
attempt to put your foot down on the downhill side while on 
a large bike with a high seat. (By the time your foot reach-
es the ground the bike is so far off center balance you won't 
be able to hold it up.) 
50 Backing your bike down a plank, by yourself, from the 
bed of a pickup truck. Works great as long as you remem-
ber that once you start moving, stopping for any correction 
is out of the question. 



CONPAC GROUP 
340 W. BUTTERFIELD ROAD, #2C. 

ELMHURST, IL 60126 

PH: (630) 758-0130 
FX: (630) 758-0135 

EMAIL: don@conpacgroup.com  

www.conpacgroup.com  

Call, fax or entail us for a copy of 
our new 164 page catalog. 

The 

ALEX JOHNSON HOTEL 
invites the TOP CATS to 

come stay with us 

STURGIS MOTORCYCLE 
CLASSIC 

1-800-888-ALEX (2539) 
*ask for Donna Knapp 

$185 
523 6th Street dwik Downtown 

www.alexjohnson.com  

TOP CAT MEMBERS 
We'll Donate 5% of your order value to 

NISRA 

Over 500 sizes of corrugated 
stock boxes, stretch film, 

carton sealing tape, bubble 
wrap, kraft paper, poly bags, 

and much more. 

If we don't have it `in-stock', 
We'll Make it for you ! 



HULDEN 
I. 
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RAPRT,Ico 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

—1111111=111111=■11111111=111111F7 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 

Tejo 
Mikey's Trihey's &wing EW.1 

Custom &ming 

Patches, Rippers a Znaps 
Custom Body jewelry 

Mikey 	347-358-3167 

00 0 	 0-sxxxoggswoosswoogvoxsx00000-* x x x x 
MOBILE DETAILINe ! x x x x x 

WE COME TO YOU 	 X x X X X 
*Motorcycles* 	 *Cars* 	X X 
*Snowmobiles* 	 *Boats* 	X .,% 
*Trucks* 	*Planes* *And More* 	X X X X X 

	

10°/0 of all sales goes to NISRA 	 X X 

SERVICE TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS 

Call Jim Elder @LieId Enterprises 
(708) 865.1959 WWW. Lield.com  

xxxxx 	 -wiewetaszemekA 
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Custom Motorcycle 
EmPorium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

 

      

OP  	 LIM 



TOP CATS SUPPORT LITTLE ANGELS Mi-ki 18, 2003 
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NISRA SPRING FISHING CLASSIC JUNE 7, 2003 
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JUNE 2003 BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

John Lunde — Secretary 

Those in attendance were President - Sandy 
Vernon, Treasurer - Don Schaffer, Secretary - John 
Lunde, Directors' — Bard Boand, Jim Krepel and John 
Fraccaro, Safety — Ric Case, Activities Chairman — Jim 
Hasse, Membership Chairman — Kathy Citko, Members-
Jordan and Sheila Glazov, Rob and Ilene Mann. 

Sandy called the meeting to order at 7:55 pm at Dukes 
Bar & Grill in Wauconda. Sandy started by informing 
those in attendance that Wayne Kirkpatrick is doing very 
well after surgery and is now home recuperating. The 
NISRA Fishing Classic this past weekend was well 
attended and the participants had a good time posing for 
pictures on the bikes and appreciated the items that 0.J. 
collected from our membership. Our new general meet-
ing location at the Boathouse was discussed. Over 75 
people attended last weeks meeting and overall com-
ments were positive. 

Don Schaffer indicated that Charity Ticket sales are 
going slow. ROAR advertising revenues are beginning to 
come in at a better pace now. 

Kathy Citko presented the following applications for 
membership and all were passed: Randy Braun (Regular 
Member), Tom Zabkiewicz (regular Member), Mike 
Kriese (Regular Member), Sue Sgarlata (Associate 
Member, Family Membership), Christine Stafiej 
(Associate Member) and Carrie Delich (Associate 
Member). 

Jim Hasse indicated that he did a pre-ride for the upcom-
ing Trempealeau trip this past weekend and the route 
looks great. Jim is looking for a Road Captain for the July 
13th Progressive Dinner Ride. If interested, please see 
Jim. 

Bard Boand stated that the Awards and Products 
Committees are moving forward. Ric Case added that the 
Awards Committee would probably have their next meet-
ing after the Sturgis Rally. 

Ric Case indicated that there is no date set presently for 
the next GRASS class. The Safety Committee is trying to 
schedule one before the Sturgis Rally. 
John Fraccaro asked that all updates for the Hotline and 
Website go to him as well. The website is going well. 

Sandy added that in the June 17th edition of the Chicago  

Tribune (Transportation Section), the Top Cats would be 
included as a Chicago Area Motorcycle Club. 

Sandy addressed some items for future consideration: 
The need for newer members to step up for future lead-
ership positions in the club, the lack of interest/participa-
tion in the Business Directory and to encourage new 
members to participate in the upcoming Charity Ride. 

Jordan Glazov presented to the Board concerns about the 
Charity Ride date (September 28th) in conflict with Rosh 
Hashanah. Jordan stated that this is a subject of anguish 
for the Jewish members of our club. Upon consideration 
and discussion the Board passed the following resolution: 
We would like to express the needs and various concerns 
of our membership. In the future we will address and 
review all events with sensitivity in scheduling Top Cat 
activities in relationship to religious holidays. 

EXECUTONES REALLY DO ROCK! 

What a night at the Cubbie Bear on June 16th! The 
Executones, with Top Cat Bob Sgarlata on drums, 
brought Top Cats out onto the dance floor for a great 
evening, rocking for N.I.S.R.A. 

During intermission, Randy Lewis, a member of the 
band, presented Top Cats' President, Sandy Vernon 
and Director Chuck Prettyman, with a check for 
$1,000 for our Fall Charity Ride to benefit 
N.I.S.R.A. Randy has first hand knowledge of the 
great things N.I.S.R.A. provides and on behalf of the 
Executones wished us well on our event. 

Thank you Bob and all the Executones for your very 
generous contribution! 



SEE OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY AT...vvvvvv.vikingdodge.com  

Jim Invites you to see the new 6arnaras,. Super Structure 

+TAX 
UP TO 5 QTS 

Fits most vehicles. Some models slightly higher. 

‘, 	One coupon per customer. Not valid towards previous or ANY other offers. Valid only at Viking Dodge. Please present coupon prior to service. 

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY! 
SEFIVICE 1-14DUIRS 

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm • Sat 8am-12pm 

_ _ 

LlEi US CONQUER YOUR CREDIPJ  15-459-8000' Hablamos 	Estamos para servirle. 
Rts.14 &176 • Crystal Lake 

"THE CREDIT VIKING" 

krt4e. .AL.L.  New 
411:10 

trncrrCt, Doper 
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SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

mopEENRRIaAr; A 

SPECIALIZING IN AMERICAN MADE MOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  

Dear Top Cats, 

As many of you know, I recently underwent surgery for 
prostate cancer. The physical and emotional trauma that 
one experiences with any life - threatening disease is a 
shock to family and friends, as well as to the individual. 

The emotional shock was easily overcome by your support 
and encouragement. I am overwhelmed, and humbled by 
the phone calls, e-mails, prayers, messages, cards, and 
visits I received during my recent hospitalization and recu-
peration. 

The physical trauma, and subsequent recovery, was also 
much easier due to good doctors, early detection, and 
once again, your sincere concern. 

I'm reminded of the old adage that "Faith and friendship 
can cure any problem." In my case, everyone of my Top 
Cat brothers and sisters proved that old adage correct. 

Again, nny sincerest thanx and... 

Let's roll, 

Traveler 

PS. I won, cancer lost. 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

RECALL! 1999-2001 Indian Chief, Spirit, Scout, Chief 
Centennial. 7,947 units recalled. Compufire voltage regulators 
can stick causing fire potential. Dealers will inspect / replace. 
NHTSA Recall # 03V039. Detains available from Indian at 
(888) 899-2997. 

HELMET RECALL. DOT has decided that NexL Sports 
Products, Beanie DOT Motorcycle Helmets, model 02 do not 
meet Federal standards. But one as a gift for your enemies. 

WINNERS! Congratulations to Top Cats Stef Levy, Al Lescher, 
Dan Quick for their wins at the 2003 Palatine H.O.G. Annual 
Bike Show. 

WINNERS! Congratulations to all the Top Cats who participat-
ed in our ride to support Elgin H.O.G.'s Annual Little Angels 
Ride. Top Cats took the Largest Club Award. Our thanx, once 
again, to Top Cat Joe Rabanus, a member of Elgin H.O.G. for 
arranging special parking and...to George Cumpata and Pam 
Hoffman for the great breakfast and super ride. 

PRIDE. Pull into the Pentagon parking lot, in DC, for the 
Annual Rolling Thunder Ride to the Wall and who do you run in 
to among 400,000 bikers? Four other patriotic Top Cats! 

BANNED. If If Rep. Marzilli (D-Arlington, MA) has his way, it 
will be illegal to sell two-stroke motorcycles, boats, snowmo-
biles, or ATVs in Massachusetts under his proposed law. 
Better make sure your dues to AMA and A.B.A.T.E. are paid up 
so we don't see this in Illinois. 

GONE. Corbin Motors, a division of Corbin, Inc. of motorcycle 
seat fame, has filed bankruptcy. Corbin Motors introduced the 
Corbin, three - wheeled, egg - shaped Sparrow vehicle(?) about 
three years ago. Corbin succumbed to irate customers, state 
investigators, law suites, dealer complaints, and worried share-
holders. 

TIRE TIP. How old are your tires? Just after the DOT serial 
number on the tire sidewall is an oval with a three - digit code. 
The first two numbers are the week and the last is the last digit of 
the year of manufacture. Newer tires have a four - digit code 
where the last two numbers indicate year of manufacture. Ozone 
and UV light from storage can cause tire deterioration. 

STATS. Reportedly, the leading cause of Road Rage, is drivers 
/ riders who occupy the passing lane regardless of the speed they 
are traveling. Remember, the passing lane is for passing and, 
always yield to the vehicle with the most lug nuts. 

RADAR! A US highway safety council reports that laser speed 
detectors are rapidly replacing radar units in police forces across 
the Nation. It also reports that laser speed detection units are par-
tially foiled by smaller vehicles, streamlined vehicles, and vehi- 

cles with "cool" colors such as blue, black, or brown. If you're 
a speed freak, consider a black crotch rocket for your next scoot-
er. 

WORK TO RIDE, RIDE TO WORK. The 12th Annual Ride 
to Work Day is July 16th, this year. 

Biker Culture 

Ever wonder....? 

Who was the first person to see a chicken and say "I'm gonna eat 
the first thing that comes outta its butt"? 

In fact, who was the first person to see a lobster and say "Ummm, 
that looks good"? 

Can a hearse, with a corpse in it, drive in the carpool lane? 

Why does a doctor leave the room when you get undressed when 
he'll see you naked anyway? 

If quizzes are quizzical, what are tests? 

If electricity comes from electrons, maybe morality comes from 
morons. 

If man evolved from monkies and apes, why do we still hav e 
monkies and apes? 

What if there were no hypothetical questions? 

Why do they lock gas station bathrooms? Are they afraid some-
one will clean them? 

Can an atheist get insurance against acts of God? 

Whose idea was it to put an "S" in lisp? 

One nice thing about egotists; they don't talk about other people. 

Why not tell our kids at dinner, that, do to the economy, we are 
going to have to let one of you go? 

Would you get in trouble if you .... 
Ran from a zoo yelling "They're loose, they're loose"? 
Used an ATM and screamed "I won, I won, I won!" 
Write on all your checks "For sexual Favors"? 
Specify that your drive-through order is to go? 
Sit by the road and point a hair dryer at oncoming cars? 
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